THE UNSTABLE

ROCKETEER

by Kevin Funk
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ike most new-
comers to this
hobby, | viewed
rocketry as a soli-

it was that interest
that finally helped me
end my quest.

| actended my first

tary pursuit, |

high power launch at

buile and flew my rockets alone, unaware of | Lucerne Dry Lake, near Victorville, California,

the NAR and the thousands of other flyers
across the country. Not until | joined the
NAR in 1986 did | discover the number and
variety of different people involved in the
hobby. Through addresses gleaned from the
pages of American SpaceModeling® | began to
correspond with some of these folks, picking
their brains by mail for new techniques and
tips. It was through this flurry of correspon-
dence that | faced my first, major, challenge in
the hobby: to come up with a witty and memo-
rable closing line for my letters.

| was awed by the way these rocket types
would sign off on their correspondence, *See
you down range,” “Stay thermalled,” “Clear
skies,” “Keep' em flying" — not a “Yours
truly” In the bunch! | consider myself to be
somewhat clever, but the prospect of coming
up with an equally apropos clase to my cor-
respondence seemed like a daunting task.
How do you compete with phrases like “In
thrust we trust” and “More power to you?”

My first solution was to stop writing and
start calling. You don't have to be witty when
you end a conversation on the telephone, you

just grunt, mumble a goodbye and hang up. |

The unfortunate thing | discovered is that
even the most basic, “Hi, how ya' dain” tele-
phone call to a rocketeer lasts a half hour. A
call concerning serious rocketry mumbo-
jumbo will last at least an hour. (NOTE: Add
one hour to these times if the call is on your
dime.,) Although staying in touch by phone
helped reinforce friendships | had forged
through correspandence, as well as helping to
avoid the dilemma of how to sign off on that
correspondence, it was fast becoming a bur-
den on my rocketry budget. | hated to admit
it, but it was dme to sit down, so to speak,
and face this challenge head on,

The first, and only, list of closing phrases
for my letters wasn’t very promising.

“Aim high - but not more than 30
degrees from vertical.”

“Write if you get work!"

“Shoat the moon!™

| know, pretty pathetic stuff. | quickly gave
up on creating a clever closing line and went
about my business. That business was an inter-
est in high power rocketry and, oddly enough,

June, 1994

in the summer of [988. Lucerne launches are
legendary, but the only legendary thing about
Victorville is that it's home to the Roy Rogers
Museum. Memorabilia from the singing cow-
boy's movie, TV, and roast beef days are on
display under one roof, This man must have
been a high power rocketeer at heart — who
else would have had his horse and dog stuffed
and put on public display? (I've often won-
dered if the NAR opened a museum com-
memorating its achievements who we would
see stuffed and on display?)

As | toured the museum with several
rocketry cohorts (who seemed obsessed with
working out the CP and CG calculations for
Trigger, Roger’s lifeless horse), | came upon a
display that played Roy Roger's classic theme
song, “Happy Trails to You.” As | listened to
Roy and his wife, Dale Evans, crooning the
lyrics, It hit me like a major cato! Tralls,
smoke trails, happy trails, Happy Smoke
Trails! | had done it! The search for a clever
close for my correspondence had finally
ended! | quickly went to the gifc shop and
boughe dozens of Roy Rogers Museum post-
cards. On each | scribbled a two line message
about the Lucerne launch and then, trembling
with giddiness, boldly scrawled the words |
had been searching for: Happy Smoke Trails!
All that was needed now was to mail these
cards, to have my words ordained by the
United States Postal Service. | commanded
my buddies to put Trigger back on his
pedestal and we were off to the Victorville
post office where my post cards were scat-
tered to the far corners of the country.

*Fooinote: The first issue of American SpaceModeling fnow
Sport Rockelry) | recoivad as part of my NAR membership
was the infamous Trad Reaves ssue. Ms. Reeves, a hubbo-
hobba modef featured in North Coast Rocketry caiologs of
the time, was the cover girl on thot fssue of AmSpac
{Seplember 1986). | wos pleasontly surprised by this and
thought | hod joined o real “with it” assodiation. Alas, it
didn’t toke me Jong lo reakize that the Resves cover wis o
fhske, bt it did toke & year or two before |
heard about the coniroversy iat cover had
cavsed. Even so, [ keep renewing my NAR
membership portly in hopes thot lighining
may sirike the same magazine hice.
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ALTIMETERS
Report a flight's maximum altitude.

RECORDING ALTIMETERS
Record altitude data throughout an entire
flight. Dump data to a personal computer
with included Dumping and Plotting
software, Data may be studied for alatude
vs time, velocity, acceleration, deceleration,
parachute descent rate, and so on.

ALTITUDE DEPLOYMENT
Some of our altimelers include special
circuitry for firing deployment charges.
Deploy a main chute at the exact moment
of apogee. Or deploy a drogue first, then a
main chute at 250 feet above the ground,
and avoid those long walks on windy days.

STAGING TIMERS
DEPLOYMENT TIMERS
Detect the exact moment of lifioff with
our unique system, and control the
staging of multistage rockets, or control
deployment or other functions based on
time settings that begin with the first

moment of liftoff.
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Evarything you need to know to build and fiy fine scale
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+ Finishing ¢ uos
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+ Contest tips

» Kit information
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pages, wire-bound soficover book: $15.00. (+ 6% tax
f;rsgl{sc:“?rders) Add $1.50 S&H (Foreign orders add

Rockets of the World

A Modeler's Guide
Peter Alway

Already a favorite source for modalars around the

worldl Dimengionad and color-keyad drawings of

over 200 versions of 133 rasearch rockats and space
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